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and taste. The Germans regard themselves as charged
with a mission, especially to us Americans, to save us
from egoism and materialism. The Russians, in their
books and newspapers, talk about the civilizing mission
of Russia in language that might be translated from some
of the finest paragraphs in our imperialistic newspapers.
The first principle of Mohammedanism is that we Chris-
tians are dogs and infidels, fit only to be enslaved or
butchered by Moslems. It is a corollary that wherever
Mohammedanism extends it carries, in the belief of its
votaries, the highest blessings, and that the whole human
race would be enormously elevated if Mohammedanism
should supplant Christianity everywhere. To come, last,
to Spain, the Spaniards have, for centuries, considered
themselves the most zealous and self-sacrificing Chris-
tians, especially charged by the Almighty, on this account,
to spread true religion and civilization over the globe.
They think themselves free and noble, leaders in refine-
ment and the sentiments of personal honor, and they
despise us as sordid money-grabbers and heretics. I
could bring you passages from peninsular authors of the
first rank about the grand role of Spain and Portugal in
spreading freedom and truth. Now each nation laughs
at all the others when it observes these manifestations
of national vanity. You may rely upon it that they are
all ridiculous by virtue of these pretensions, including
ourselves. The point is that each of them repudiates
the standards of the others, and the outlying nations,
which are to be civilized, hate all the standards of civil-
ized men. We assume that what we like and practice,
and what we think better, must come as a welcome
blessing to Spanish-Americans and Filipinos. This is
grossly and obviously untrue. They hate our ways,
They are hostile to our ideas. Our religion, language,